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Introduction: 

Second Chances Renewed: The Story of the Ohio Expedited Pardon Project" embarks on an

explorative journey into a groundbreaking initiative that illuminates the power of redemption and the

pivotal role of compassion within the criminal justice system. At its core, this book narrates the

transformative vision of Ohio's Expedited Pardon Project, an endeavor championed by Governor

Mike DeWine, aimed at o�ering reformed individuals a quicker, more accessible path to clemency

and, by extension, a second chance at life.

"

A Vision of Hope and Rehabilitation

Launched in December 2019, the project is a collaborative e�ort between the state of Ohio and

legal education institutions, including the University of Akron School of Law and The Ohio State

University Moritz College of Law. This initiative represents a beacon of hope for those burdened by

the long-lasting shadows of their past mistakes, providing a tangible route towards forgiveness and

societal reintegration.

The Essence of the Book

Through a series of chapters, this book delves into the inception, development, and impact of the

Expedited Pardon Project, weaving together policy analysis and a comprehensive examination of

the barriers faced by individuals with criminal records. It is a story about personal and systemic

change, highlighting the challenges and triumphs of those seeking to rede�ne their identities in the

face of societal stigma and legal obstacles.

A Call to Action

Beyond chronicling the successes of the Expedited Pardon Project, this book serves as a clarion call

for expanding second-chance initiatives nationwide. It argues for a shift in societal perceptions of

justice and rehabilitation, urging policymakers, community leaders, and citizens alike to embrace and

advocate for reforms that recognize the potential in every individual to contribute positively to

society.
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Chapter 1: Introduction to the Expedited Pardon Project

In December 2019, Ohio embarked on a pioneering journey to rede�ne the pathway to redemption

for those with felony convictions. Spearheaded by Governor Mike DeWine, the Expedited Pardon

Project emerged as a beacon of hope, o�ering a faster, more streamlined process towards

clemency. This initiative underscores a commitment to rehabilitation, recognizing the potential for

change in individuals and o�ering them a genuine second chance at life.

A simple yet profound realization created the Expedited Pardon Project: the existing pardon process

took time and e�ort, discouraging many deserving individuals from applying. In response, in

partnership with the University of Akron School of Law and The Ohio State University Moritz College

of Law, Governor DeWine set out to simplify and expedite the process. This innovative approach

aimed to assist applicants and address the broader implications of criminal records on reintegration

into society.

Purpose and Scope

The Expedited Pardon Project was designed with speci�c goals in mind. Primarily, it aimed to identify

and assist individuals who have made signi�cant e�orts to reform their lives after their convictions.

Recognizing the disproportionate impact of lengthy pardon processes on individuals' ability to

reintegrate into society fully, the project seeks to mitigate these barriers, providing a clear and

expedited path to pardon for those who have demonstrated genuine rehabilitation.

Collaborative E�ort

The collaboration with the University of Akron School of Law and The Ohio State University Moritz

College of Law is a cornerstone of this project. Law students and faculty members provide pro bono

legal assistance to applicants, guiding them through the application process. This partnership

bene�ts the applicants and enriches the educational experience of law students, providing them

with practical experience in the legal system and an understanding of the transformative power of

clemency.
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Impact and Vision

The Expedited Pardon Project re�ects a broader vision for criminal justice reform, highlighting the

importance of second chances and the belief in the capacity for personal growth and redemption.

By streamlining the pardon process, the initiative not only aids individuals in shedding the burdens of

their past but also serves as a model for similar reforms nationwide. It emphasizes the role of mercy

and compassion in the justice system, advocating for a more humane approach to rehabilitation and

reintegration.

(                                                                                                           (O�ce of the Governor of Ohio, n.d.)
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Chapter 2: The Impact of a Criminal Record

A criminal record carries a weight that extends far beyond the initial sentence, casting a long

shadow over an individual's e�orts to reintegrate into society. The barriers erected by a past

conviction are numerous and varied, touching on every aspect of life, from employment and

housing to social relationships and personal well-being.

Employment Challenges

One of the most signi�cant hurdles individuals face with criminal records is �nding employment. The

stigma attached to a past conviction can deter employers from hiring, regardless of the individual's

quali�cations or the nature of their o�ense. This di�culty is compounded by mandatory disclosure

policies, where the presence of a checkbox on job applications requiring the disclosure of criminal

history can lead to immediate disquali�cation, often without the opportunity for an interview.

The impact on employment prospects is not just anecdotal; it is well-documented. Studies

consistently show lower employment rates for individuals with criminal records, a gap that widens

for people of color. When employment is secured, it is often in lower-paying jobs with limited

advancement opportunities, perpetuating a cycle of poverty and instability.

Housing Instability

Securing stable housing is another signi�cant challenge. Background checks conducted by

landlords can result in automatic rejections for those with criminal records. This leads to a higher

likelihood of homelessness or living in transient housing situations, which can be detrimental to

one's e�orts at rebuilding a stable life. Housing instability a�ects the individual and has a ripple e�ect

on families, contributing to a cycle of social and economic disenfranchisement.
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The social stigma of having a criminal record can lead to isolation and marginalization. Individuals

often �nd themselves excluded from community activities and volunteer opportunities, diminishing

their chances of societal reintegration. The psychological toll can be profound, with many

experiencing feelings of shame, hopelessness, and a sense of perpetual punishment.

Personal stories bring these challenges to life, illustrating the human cost of these barriers. Take, for

instance, the story of John, who, despite having turned his life around after a minor drug o�ense in

his youth, �nds himself repeatedly turned away from job opportunities. Or Maria, who struggles to

�nd stable housing for her family due to a decade-old conviction, despite her e�orts to contribute

positively to her community.

A Call for Reform

                                                                                                                                     (Pogorzelski, 2005)

This chapter highlights the myriad ways in which a criminal record can impact an individual's life and

serves as a call to action. The necessity for initiatives like the Expedited Pardon Project becomes

clear, as does the need for broader reforms to support reintegration and challenge societal stigma.

Such reforms could include banning the checkbox on job applications that inquire about criminal

history (the "Ban the Box" movement), implementing fair housing policies, and creating community

support networks to assist with reentry.

Social and Psychological Impact
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Chapter 3: The Path to a Pardon

The Expedited Pardon Project, initiated by Ohio Governor Mike DeWine in December 2019,

represents a signi�cant stride towards reforming the pardon process, o�ering hope and tangible

help to those seeking to turn over a new leaf. This chapter outlines an applicant's journey navigating

through this expedited path, elucidating the eligibility criteria, the application process, and the

invaluable role played by legal educational institutions in this transformative initiative.

Eligibility Criteria

The project sets forth clear eligibility criteria to ensure that the expedited process aids those who

have demonstrated genuine rehabilitation and pose no threat to public safety. Applicants must have

completed their sentence, including any parole or probation, for a certain period, typically �ve years

for non-violent o�enses and ten years for violent o�enses. They must have a consistent

employment history, evidence of community involvement, and no pending criminal charges. These

criteria aim to identify individuals who have made signi�cant e�orts to reintegrate into society

positively.

The Application Process

The application process begins with a comprehensive review designed to be more accessible and

less intimidating than traditional pardon applications. Applicants must submit detailed information

about their conviction, subsequent rehabilitation e�orts, current employment, and reasons for

seeking a pardon. This is followed by a preliminary screening conducted by the legal clinics at the

University of Akron School of Law and The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law. Law

students and faculty members evaluate the applications against the project's eligibility criteria.

Successful applicants then receive guidance on preparing their o�cial pardon application to the

Ohio Parole Board. This preparation includes assembling supporting documents, such as letters of

recommendation, evidence of community service, and any awards or recognitions received. The

legal clinics play a crucial role at this stage, o�ering pro bono legal assistance, helping applicants

navigate the complex legal requirements, and ensuring their applications are as compelling and

complete as possible.
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The Expedited Review Process

Once submitted, the applications undergo an expedited review by the Ohio Parole Board, a process

that signi�cantly reduces the waiting time for consideration. The Parole Board conducts a thorough

review, including interviews with the applicants, before recommending to the governor. The

expedited nature of this review contrasts sharply with the traditional pardon process, which could

take years, highlighting the project's commitment to o�ering timely relief to deserving individuals.

Impact and Success Stories

                                                                                                                                   Berryessa C. M. (2022)

The Expedited Pardon Project has seen numerous success stories, with individuals granted a pardon

experiencing profound life changes. Freed from the stigma of a criminal record, they �nd improved

employment opportunities, access to better housing, and the ability to participate more fully in their

communities. Beyond the immediate bene�ts to the individuals, these success stories underscore

the project's broader impact on promoting rehabilitation, reducing recidivism, and fostering a more

forgiving and inclusive society.
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Chapter 4: The Importance of Second Chance Programs

The Expedited Pardon Project is a beacon of hope in the broader landscape of criminal justice

reform, embodying the critical need for second chance programs. These initiatives are vital for the

individuals directly a�ected by criminal records and society as a whole, as they address systemic

issues within the justice system, reduce recidivism, and contribute to safer, more inclusive

communities.

Reducing Recidivism Through Opportunity

Economic Bene�ts and Societal Impact

Beyond the moral and social arguments, second chance programs have signi�cant economic

bene�ts. The cost of incarceration, both direct and indirect, is staggering, with far-reaching

implications for taxpayers and the economy. By contrast, investing in reentry and pardon programs is

cost-e�ective, reducing the burden on the criminal justice system and unlocking the potential for

economic contributions from individuals eager to work and contribute to society.

One of the most compelling arguments for second chance programs is their e�ectiveness in

reducing recidivism. By providing access to employment, education, and rehabilitation services,

these programs tackle the root causes of re-o�ending. Employment, in particular, has been shown

to signi�cantly decrease the likelihood of returning to prison, underscoring the importance of

initiatives like the Expedited Pardon Project in facilitating job opportunities for those with criminal

records.

Enhancing Public Safety

Contrary to the misconception that giving ex-o�enders a second chance poses a risk to public

safety, evidence suggests that successful reintegration is critical to reducing crime rates. Second-

chance programs contribute to safer communities by breaking the cycle of crime and o�ering

individuals the support needed to lead productive, law-abiding lives. The transformative stories

emerging from the Expedited Pardon Project illustrate how providing a path to redemption can

positively impact community safety and well-being.
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Furthermore, these programs address systemic inequalities in the justice system, o�ering a pathway

to mitigate the disproportionate impact of criminal convictions on marginalized communities. By

promoting fairness and opportunity, second chance initiatives like the Expedited Pardon Project

contribute to a more equitable society.

The Role of Community and Advocacy

The success of second chance programs depends on the support and involvement of the wider

community, including employers, educators, and policymakers. Community organizations and

advocacy groups are crucial in supporting reentry e�orts, raising awareness of individuals'

challenges with criminal records, and pushing for policy changes that facilitate their integration.
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Chapter 5: When Second Chances Are Denied

Despite the clear bene�ts and successes of programs like the Expedited Pardon Project, the reality

remains that many individuals with criminal records continue to face insurmountable barriers to

reintegration. This chapter delves into the consequences of a society that often denies second

chances, highlighting the challenges and ripple e�ects on individuals, families, and communities.

The Cycle of Marginalization

When individuals with past convictions are continuously denied opportunities for employment,

housing, and education, they �nd themselves trapped in a cycle of marginalization. This exclusion

hampers their e�orts to rebuild their lives and perpetuates conditions that can lead to re-o�ending.

The lack of a support system for these individuals underscores the societal failure to recognize the

potential for change and rehabilitation in everyone.

Economic and Social Impacts

The economic impact of denying second chances is signi�cant. Individuals unable to secure stable

employment contribute less to the economy and are more likely to rely on social welfare programs.

This a�ects their economic status and puts a �nancial burden on society. Moreover, the social impact

extends to families and communities, where children and relatives su�er from the instability and

stigma associated with having a family member with a criminal record.

Increased Risk of Recidivism

Access to meaningful opportunities for reintegration is necessary for the risk of recidivism to rise.

This cycle is detrimental not only to the individuals involved but also to public safety and the justice

system, which becomes burdened with the cost and implications of re-incarceration. Programs like

the Expedited Pardon Project seek to break this cycle by o�ering a tangible path to redemption. Yet,

their reach is limited by societal attitudes and systemic barriers that persist in excluding many

deserving individuals.
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The Human Cost

Behind every statistic about recidivism or unemployment lies a human story of struggle, hope, and,

often, despair. This chapter shares narratives from individuals who, despite their e�orts to turn their

lives around, face rejection and exclusion repeatedly. These stories highlight the profound personal

toll of being denied a second chance, underscoring the need for a more compassionate and

inclusive approach to criminal justice reform.

A Call for Comprehensive Support and Reform

Addressing the challenges individuals face with criminal records requires more than expedited

pardon programs. It necessitates a holistic approach that includes policy reforms, community

support systems, and changes in societal attitudes towards ex-o�enders. Advocating for expanding

employment opportunities, fair housing practices, and educational access is critical in creating an

environment where second chances are not just a possibility but a reality for all.

                                                                                                                                           (Alexander 2010)
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As "Second Chances Renewed: The Story of the Ohio Expedited Pardon Project" draws close,

Chapter 6 looks forward, contemplating the journey ahead for criminal justice reform and the

advocacy required to expand pardon projects and second chance programs. This concluding

chapter serves as a rallying cry for all stakeholders—policymakers, community leaders, activists, and

citizens—to advocate for a more compassionate and equitable justice system.

The Call for Expanded Advocacy

The success of the Expedited Pardon Project in Ohio is a testament to what can be achieved when

innovative solutions meet strong advocacy and public support. However, the need for reform

extends far beyond the borders of any single state. Advocacy e�orts must raise awareness about

the e�cacy and bene�ts of second chance programs, pushing for their adoption at national and

local levels. This involves engaging in dialogue with legislators, participating in public forums, and

leveraging media to share success stories and the positive impact of such initiatives.

Policy Reforms

The path forward requires concrete policy reforms that address the systemic barriers faced by

individuals with criminal records. Advocates should push for legislation that supports reentry into the

workforce, such as "Ban the Box" policies, which remove conviction history questions from job

applications. Additionally, reforms should ensure access to a�ordable housing and educational

opportunities, further dismantling the obstacles to full societal reintegration.

The Role of Community and Faith-Based Initiatives

Community and faith-based organizations have long been at the forefront of supporting individuals

in their reentry journey. These groups are crucial in providing the holistic support—from job training

and mentoring to counseling and housing assistance—individuals need to rebuild their lives.

Strengthening and expanding these initiatives are essential for creating a supportive ecosystem that

facilitates successful reintegration.

Chapter 6: Advocacy and Future Directions
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Destigmatization E�orts

A signi�cant barrier to reintegration is the societal stigma attached to a criminal record. E�orts to

destigmatize individuals with past convictions must be intensi�ed, challenging prevailing narratives

and encouraging a culture of forgiveness and second chances. This can be achieved through

educational campaigns, storytelling, and the active involvement of individuals who have

successfully reintegrated, serving as ambassadors for change.

Embracing Technology and Innovation

The future of criminal justice reform lies in leveraging technology and innovation to improve the

e�ciency and accessibility of pardon and reentry programs. Digital platforms can simplify the

application process for pardons and expungements, while data analytics can help identify the most

e�ective strategies for reducing recidivism and supporting reentry.
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 "Second Chances Renewed: The Story of the Ohio Expedited Pardon Project," we

re�ect on a journey that has traversed the landscapes of hope, transformation, and advocacy within

criminal justice reform. Through its exploration of the Expedited Pardon Project initiated by Governor

Mike DeWine and its impact on the lives of individuals and the broader community, this book

underscores a fundamental truth: the power of second chances.

In concluding

A Beacon of Hope

The Expedited Pardon Project has emerged as a beacon of hope, not only for those directly

bene�ting from the program but also as a shining example of what compassionate governance,

coupled with community engagement, can achieve. By streamlining the path to compassion, the

project speaks to the heart of redemption and rehabilitation, o�ering a lifeline to those who, despite

their past mistakes, have shown a steadfast commitment to positive change.

Transformation and Impact

The narratives shared within these pages, from the program's introduction to the personal stories of

transformation and the broader implications for society, illustrate the profound impact of o�ering a

second chance. These stories are a testament to the resilience of the human spirit and the capacity

of individuals to contribute meaningfully to their communities when allowed to do so.

The program's success highlights the potential for individuals to turn their lives around and

challenges preconceived notions about justice and punishment. It prompts a reevaluation of how

society deals with past convictions and emphasizes the need for policies that support, rather than

hinder, the reintegration process.

https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/1553573?token=247bb656c3ff7f3df2d702d47776d0d1&embed_fonts=&pdf=1


SecondChancesRenewed

SecondChancesRenewed

Advocacy and the Path Forward

As we look to the future, the book calls for continued advocacy and reform, stressing the

importance of expanding second-chance programs beyond Ohio. The need for systemic change is

clear—policies that facilitate reentry, education, and employment opportunities are essential for

breaking the cycle of recidivism and ensuring that the justice system is truly just.

The role of community involvement and support cannot be overstated. It is within communities that

the true reintegration process takes place, and it is through collective action that societal attitudes

can shift towards a more forgiving and inclusive approach.

A Collective Responsibility

"Second Chances Renewed" is more than just a recounting of a pardon project; it is a call to action—

a reminder of the collective responsibility to advocate for a society that values rehabilitation over

punishment and opportunity over perpetual condemnation. It challenges readers to consider their

role in supporting these endeavors through advocacy, volunteering, or simply by fostering a more

understanding and compassionate attitude toward those seeking a second chance.

The Ohio Expedited Pardon Project, with its successes and lessons, serves as a powerful model for 

what is possible when compassion and innovation meet the criminal justice system. "Second 

Chances Renewed" invites us to envision a future where the stigma of a criminal record does not 

de�ne a person's life, the justice system is a pathway to rehabilitation and redemption, and every 

individual can write a new chapter in their story. It is a future worth striving for, one-second chance at 

a time.
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In a bold move toward justice reform, Ohio Governor Mike DeWine's

Expedited Pardon Project emerges as a beacon of hope for those

burdened by the shadows of past mistakes. "Second Chances Renewed:

The Story of the Ohio Expedited Pardon Project" delves into this innovative

initiative, which o�ers a streamlined path to clemency for reformed ex-

o�enders, drastically altering lives and challenging our perceptions of

justice and redemption.

At its core, "Second Chances Renewed" is more than just a story about a

pardon project; it's a call to action for policymakers, community leaders,

and everyday citizens to advocate for a justice system that believes in the

potential for change. It challenges us to embrace compassion, support

rehabilitation e�orts, and work together towards a society where everyone

has the opportunity to rewrite their story. Dive into the heart of criminal

justice reform with this enlightening exploration of hope, transformation,

and the undeniable impact of giving individuals a second chance at life.


